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D:  Sir, what are the various ceremonies which a
Hindu has to perform in his life time?

P:  When a   married woman becomes pregnant
Pumsavana   and Srimanthaxn are cele-
brated by offering prayers to God to make the
delivery easy and safe. As soon as the child is
born, Jaadha Karma is celebrated by distn-
buting sweets. On the llth day, the child is for-
mally named* At the end of one year Aayur"
Homa is performed, praying to God for along,
happy, healthy and prosperous life for the child.
When the child is sent to school in the third or
fourth year Vidhya Aarambam is performed
praying for a glorious educational career for the
child. Upanayanam is celebrated in the seven-
th year for the male child who has to wear the
holy thread. Marriage is celebrated after the 21st
year. Then the 61st birth day and the 100th full-
moon (80th year) are celebrated.

Every year he performs the annual Sraddha,
the ceremony to his father and mother if they
are dead. This is done to remember them, to
show our gratitude to them and to enable their
souls earn the grace of God. On every New Moon
day Dharpana (Dhil & Arpana) is done for
forefathers with sesame seeds, Dharpa grass and
water by one who has lost his father to satisfy the
soul of his forefathers. Just as a child studies one
class after another, the spiritual principles have
to be learnt step by step. Rituals and festivals are
necessary to learn and remember religious
principles.

D:   Sir, kindly tell me about our important religious
festivals.